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new discourse. While in large part based on terms and concepts belonging to
the ‘civilian rights’ discourse, it also incorporated other terms and concepts
corresponding to the national discourse. One of the main implications of this
new discourse is that it reinforced the unclear status of the Arab-Palestinians
in Israel. Such conditions reinforce the ambiguous status of Arab-Palestinians
living in Israel. One of the main arguments of this study is that the recent
unclear conditions or status of the Arab-Palestinian community in Israel
results from this new discourse that developed following the advent of Land
Day. Therefore, the new discourse could not offer any solution or vision for
the Arab-Palestinian community in Israel. Additionally, this study documents
Land Day itself; it examines it as an event which embodies, signifies, and
reflects these changes. This study attempts to deal with Land Day through
a comprehensive perspective. The study makes use of a number of different
resources, including interviews, official papers, archival records, newspapers
and autobiographies.

Dr. Amal Jamal gives a general introduction, wherein he notes the book’s
importance. The author’s introduction and the first chapter contextualize the
Arab-Palestinian community in Israel, by showing the main historical stations
through which the Arab-Palestinian community in Israel has passed, both
before and after the creation of the state of Israel. Additionally, they elaborate
on the main characteristics of the different layers of Arab-Palestinian political
culture and the relevant social and economic conditions. The second chapter
focuses on telling and documenting the story of the dynamics of Land Day,
how it developed and who was involved in the decision-making process. In
the third chapter, I analyze the Arab-Palestinian political discourse as it existed
few weeks before the advent of Land Day and what it became in its aftermath.
In addition, this chapter considers the response of the Israeli media to Land
Day, which in general characterized the Arab-Palestinian community in Israel
as an "internal enemy" of the Israeli state and Israeli society.

The book also includes 20 official documents, many of them written by the
Arab-Palestinian leadership in Israel, but also some produced by various
Israeli government agencies, such as the Office of the Adviser to the Prime
Minister on Arab Affairs, the Ministry of Defense, the Police Department, and
the Interior Ministry.
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Abstract

This publication presents a critical study of the development of the political
discourse within a Palestinian community in Israel during the 1970s, in
particular it deals with the general strike of the Palestinian community
in Israel known as "Land Day". The political leadership of the Palestinian
community in Israel declared a general strike carried out in all Arab Palestinian
localities in response to the Israeli government’s decision to continue its
policy of confiscating lands belonging to the Arab community. The Israeli
government’s response to the general strike was to use its military force,
inclusive of heavy military equipment (e.g., tanks and armored vehicles).
Notably, one of the Israeli Ministry of Defense’s official papers characterized
the general strike and related events as "warfare actions". Six demonstrators
were killed, tens were injured and hundreds arrested by the Israeli army and
its interior intelligence forces.

The advent of Land Day is generally considered as marking a turning point
in the relationship between the Palestinian-Arab community in Israel and the
Israeli state (i.e., political, cultural, social, and economic). This study focuses
on the development of the political discourse within the Arab-Palestinian
community before and after Land Day; to illustrate its dynamics and explain
the changes which occurred. The most important finding of the study is that
the Arab-Palestinian political leadership failed in its political discourse,
which it based mostly on the issue of civilian rights as they existed before
Land Day. In the wake of Land Day, the Arab-Palestinian political leadership
developed a new discourse founded on two pillars or layers, the one national
and the other civic. Ambiguity is one of the most important features of this
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